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How to prepare
for severe weather
throughout the year
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Pinellas County Emergency Management and 1me
Newspapers in Education continue to engage

young people in emergency planning. The 2026
Pinellas County Hurricane Guide includes activities

for kids to learn how to prepare for extreme e T

weather. See page 3 for the poster contest winner! tampabay.com/nie



https://www.tampabay.com/nie

SEVERE WEATHER THREATS AND YEAR-ROUND PREP

PREPARED PINELLAS PLANNER

Cold Fronts: Wind, Tornadoes, Flooding, Fog, Marine Hazards

« Sign up for Alert Pinellas.
» Download Ready Pinellas

* Plan home upgrades.
« Research/hire

app. contractor.
» Identify safe place in * Order home
home. mitigation supplies.

 Trim/remove loose or
dead trees.

* Inspect home.
» Check insurance.

Drought/Fire
* Begin upgrade « Complete home
projects. upgrades.

« Plant native trees.

« Test alarm batteries/
add alarms if
needed.

« Purchase generator/
carbon monoxide (CO)
detector.

* Backup important
documents to the cloud.
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Thunderstorms, Hail, Wind, Tornadoes

 Update supply kit.

* Review emergency
plans.

* Review/update home
inventory with photos/
videos.

Extreme Heat

* Look up your
evacuation zone.

« Clean out gutters
and drains.

* Prepare boats, RVs.

Hurricanes/Tropical Storms

« Test shutters and « Keep vehicle’s gas tank
generators regularly. full.

« Identify water shutoff. | < Get cash.
* Review plans with * When thunder roars,
out-of-town go indoors.

emergency contact.

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Thunderstorms, Hail, Wind, Tornadoes
Hurricanes/Tropical Storms

« Check for standing + Check/update

water. contact list.
* Check on neighbors. « Practice fire drills.
» Restock, recheck, review.| « Check fire

extinguishers.

» Check on neighbors to help keep them prepared.

» Sign up those who need special needs
evacuation assistance.

« Offer to be a host home (if you live in a
non-evacuation area).

» Get information on the Partners in Preparedness
program at pinellas.gov/EMpartners.
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Cold Fronts: Wind, Tornadoes, Flooding, Fog

* Check heating
equipment.
 Update vehicle
emergency supplies.
« Decorate safely.

« Update supply kit.

« Make needed changes
to emergency plan.

* Document any
damages with photos/
videos.

GOING BEYOND THE TEXT: STUDENT ACTIVITY

Learning from personal experience or from others can help us be better prepared. Think about the lessons
learned from Pinellas County residents on page 3. Discuss these ideas with your classmates. What lessons

have you learned about hazardous weather conditions based on your past experiences? Next, find an

article in the Tampa Bay Times that you believe provides a lesson for you or others. Write a fully developed

paragraph about the article and what lessons can be learned. Share your thoughts with your class.

Florida Standards: ELA.68.F2.1; ELA.68.F2.2; ELA.68.F2.3; ELA.68.F2.2; ELA.68.C.1.2; ELA.68.C.1.3;

ELA.68.C.1.4; ELA.68.C.1.5; ELA.68.R.2.1; ELA.68.R.2.2; ELA.68.R.2.3; ELA.68.R.2.4; ELA.68.R.3.2;

ELA.68.C.2.1; ELA.68.C.3.1; ELA.68.C.4.1; ELA.68.V.1.1; ELA.68.V.1.2; ELA.68.V.1.3; SC.6.E.7.7; SC.68.N.1.1


http://pinellas.gov/EMpartners.

LESSONS LEARNED FROM EXTREME WEATHER

Because there’s no teacher like experience, we asked community members to share lessons learned in the
past couple of years from hurricanes, tornadoes and other forms of extreme weather. Here are a few of the
responses. Additional comments are posted at pinellas.gov/know-your-risk.

When they say evacuate, evacuate. ... We
all thought it was going to be a fun night
and it certainly was not. It was one of the
only times in my life that | was scared for
my life, so my advice is to take evacuation
notices seriously.

Stacey, Treasure Island

We learned after many storms. Over the
years, we installed good windows, metal
roof, whole-house generator and very
sturdy metal covers for all windows.
Debbie, Dunedin

Stock up on bottled water and
non-perishable food. Have flashlights
charged in advance.

Scott, Oldsmar

Homeowners should install backflow
devices so when the city shuts off power
to the sewage treatment plant, you
don't get sewage backup in your house.
C., Clearwater

Maintain thorough, up-to-date
documentation of all property, including
as many photos as possible, detailing
the condition of the structure and all of
the contents before the event.

Nicole, St. Petersburg

Get a dehumidifier and fans, plus backup
power.

Scott, Dunedin

Make sure you have money. Having cash
available is huge and allows options
when there are not many.

Sarah, Palm Harbor

Plan ahead where you will evacuate with
your children and pets. Plan ahead with
your needs like water, food, medical
needs, etc., in advance.

Harmony, Madeira Beach

Lack of electric, cable, internet and

phone service need to be planned for,

as it takes time to get these restored.
Tess, Largo

Put everything away, including trash
cans. Trim trees if needed.
Anna, Unincorporated
Pinellas County

Make sure all electronics are fully

charged. Have extra batteries, money,

clothes and a means of transportation.
Armetta, Clearwater

Always take your pets with you. Do not

be under the ignorant impression that

your pet can survive locked in a house.
Fran, Redington Beach

Definitely put anything you want to save
up high. Find a reputable contractor.
Lee, Tarpon Springs

Don't open the refrigerator until the
power comes on. Freeze a container of
water and put a penny on top of the
frozen water; when the power returns,
check the penny. If it has sunk to the
bottom due to power outage, throw

the food out.

Lee, Unincorporated Pinellas County

Bringing the
lessons home

Jayden Usry, a student at
Seminole Middle School, created
this poster that won first place in
the Hurricane Preparedness Poster
Contest, open to all Pinellas middle
schools. The winning posters are
displayed in the Pinellas County
Emergency Operations Center and
the Pinellas County Courthouse
in Clearwater. See pinellas.gov/
students-get-prepared.

The winners were announced at
a ceremony with their teachers,
family members and guests at
the Pinellas County Emergency
Operations Center (EOC).
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THE BASICS

S-
-
<L
LL
o

Are You Ready?

& KNOW YOUR RISK

« Evacuation Zone: . See kyz.pinellas.gov.

* FEMA Flood Zone:
See floodmaps.pinellas.gov/pages/current-flood-zones.

« Other risks (if you live on a boat, near water, on a barrier island, in a
mobile home, etc.):

» Have an updated emergency plan. Consider those with special needs
and pets. See page 5.

® MITIGATE/INSURE

» Know your home.

- "How Strong is My Home Against Disasters?” See flash.org.

- Pinellas County Property Appraiser "Quick Search” for
properties. See pcpao.gov.

- Houses, condos, mobile homes and other structures have
unique characteristics. Check with your property manager,
board members or municipality for information.

Do an annual policy review with your insurance professional to ensure
you are adequately covered and have the recommended insurance
policies in place.

« Damage from storm surge water is NOT covered by your homeowners
policy. Ask your insurance professional about your options for flood
insurance, even if it is not required by your mortgage company.

« Vet and register with a restoration contractor prior to hurricane season
to take advantage of preferred client services and quick recovery time.

« For flood insurance, itemize the contents of your home prior to
hurricane season, including name of the item, quantity, cost, and
photos of higher-priced items. This information will be required to
collect contents coverage on your flood policy.

« Insurance resources for Florida residents: United Policyholders.

See uphelp.org

« My CFO Florida — Hurricane Resources. See myfloridacfo.com/

division/consumers
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GOING BEYOND THE TEXT:
STUDENT ACTIVITY

Florida’s tropical atmosphere and sea breezes
provide the perfect recipe for thunderstorms!
Three ingredients are needed: 1) moisture, 2) an
unstable atmosphere and 3) unstable air that is
pushed upward. Thunderstorms are part of life
in Florida. They are nature’s way of providing
badly needed rainfall. Research the hydrologic
cycle on the internet. Write a well-developed
paragraph based on your research, discussing
the importance of thunderstorms to Florida’s
hydrologic cycle. Create a poster representing
the hydrologic cycle and showing the
importance of thunderstorms to the hydrologic
cycle. Next, look for articles in the Tampa Bay
Times focusing on weather events, especially
thunder and lightning storms. Keep a chart

of these events, noting how these storms have
affected people and the region. Share what you
have learned with your class and family.

Florida Standards: ELA.68.F.2.1; ELA.68.F.2.2;
ELA.68.F.2.3; ELA.68.F.2.2; ELA.68.C.1.3;
ELA.68.R.2.1; ELA.68.R.2.2; ELA.68.R.2.3;
ELA.68.R.2.4; ELA.68.R.3.2; ELA.68.C.2.1;
ELA.68.C.3.1; ELA.68.C.4.1; ELA.68.V.1.1;
ELA.68.V.1.2; ELA.68.V.1.3; SC.6.E.7.7;
SC.68.N.1.1

STUDENT ACTIVITY

Pets are an important part of your family.
Making an emergency plan that includes them
is part of providing them with the best care
possible. If local officials tell you to evacuate,
that means your pet should evacuate, too. It is
important to remember that not all shelters
will accept pets. Using the information in this
publication and on Ready.gov/pets, create an
advertisement encouraging people to have a
pet emergency plan. Be sure to check out the
Prepare Your Pets for Disasters brochure on
the website. Using the advertisements in the
Tampa Bay Times as models, create a full-
page advertisement persuading people to be
prepared. Use images and words focusing on
the three rhetorical appeals — logos, ethos and
pathos - to enhance your message. Share your
advertisement with your class.

Florida Standards: ELA.68.F.2.1; ELA.68.F.2.2;
ELA.68.F.2.3; ELA.68.F.2.4; ELA.68.R.2.1;
ELA.68.R.2.2; ELA.68.R.2.3; ELA.68.R.2.4;
ELA.68.R.3.4; ELA.68.C.1.3; ELA.68.C.2.1;
ELA.68.C.4.1; ELA.68.V.1.1; ELA.68.V.1.2;
ELA.68.V.1.3; SC.6.E.7.8; SC.68.N.1.1


http://Ready.gov/pets
http://kyz.pinellas.gov
http://floodmaps.pinellas.gov/pages/current-flood-zones
https://flash.org/
https://www.pcpao.gov/
http://uphelp.org
http://myfloridacfo.com/division/consumers/
http://myfloridacfo.com/division/consumers/

Special Needs Evacuation Program
Who is eligible?

Individuals of all ages who are dependent on electricity
or have minimal medical needs may be eligible for the
program. Some examples include:

* Requiring assistance with routine care and
medications.

* Being dependent on oxygen or electricity for
medical equipment.

 Requiring assistance with walking or getting
out of bed.

« Requiring transportation assistance. This could
include transportation to a general population
or pet-friendly shelter.

WAYS TO REGISTER

* Ask your home health care provider.

AQV3id

* Register online at pinellas.gov/SpecialNeeds. Pets are not allowed at special needs shelters.
* Request a form. Call Pinellas County Emergency If you have no other option for your pet, Pinellas County
Management at 727-464-3800. Animal Services will care for them. You are responsible

for providing all supplies during the hurricane. Your pet
will be brought to you after you return home. Pets with
chronic medical conditions cannot be cared for at the
animal shelter.

Note: Transportation and assistance resources are limited,
so it is best to register long before a storm threatens.
Once an evacuation is likely, registration can be done only

by calling the County Information Center at 727-464-4333. . . .
Do not wait. Service animals are allowed at all public shelters.

Make a plan for your pets

« Plan for your pets, including whether they will be evacuating with
you or will be cared for by friends, family or at a boarding facility.

* Microchip your pets and keep your contact information updated
with the vendor.

« Make sure your pets’ vaccinations are up to date and that their
county license is valid.

« Build a pet emergency kit. See page 19.
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* Pinellas County has multiple pet-friendly shelters. After an
evacuation is called, you can find the locations of the pet-friendly
public shelters at disaster.pinellas.gov or by calling the County
Information Center (during emergencies only) at 727-464-4300.
See page 13.
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KNOW THE THREATS
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Severe weather can happen any time during the year. Being
aware of the risks and how to protect yourself is essential. Have an

emergency weather radio, use a weather app on your phone and sign
up for Alert Pinellas to receive emergency alerts. See page 20.

Tornado

Tornadoes can happen at any time
day or night. They occur when cold
fronts move into the region and in
the summer months during severe
thunderstorms

and tropical

weather. When

a tornado

remains

over water,

it is referred

toasa

waterspout,

which is

dangerous for

boaters.

WHAT TO DO:

* Prepare a safe place in your
home: an interior room without
windows. Have something to
protect your head.

« When there's a Tornado Watch,
it means severe storms and
tornadoes could form.

» When there’s a Tornado Warning,

it means a tornado has been
spotted or detected by weather
radar, and there is imminent
danger to life and property. Be
ready to move to safety when a
Warning is issued.

6 Tampa Bay Times/NIE

Wind

High winds can happen
any time of year, with
strong cold fronts,
severe thunderstorms,
tropical storms and
hurricanes. A powerful
Category 5 hurricane
can bring sustained
winds of 150 miles per
hour or more.

WHAT TO DO:

Wind from cold fronts and

storms: Prevent damage to property

by securing loose items in your yard and on
balconies and decks. Put potted plants in a safe area.

Wind from tropical storms/hurricanes: If a hurricane is expected,
prepare for strong winds by taking steps such as shuttering windows,
securing garage doors, or securing items in your yard that could
become projectiles. Prepare ahead, get the supplies you need and be
ready to act when needed.

Marine weather warnings: The National Weather Service issues
marine weather warnings such as Small Craft Advisories to alert
boaters to sustained winds and other conditions that might be
dangerous to small boats.

Monitor:
« U.S. Coast Guard VHF Channel 9. For distress calls, use Channel 16.
« National Weather Service Tampa Bay website: weather.gov/
tbw/marinenew


http://weather.gov/tbw/marinenew
http://weather.gov/tbw/marinenew

Lightning
Lightning occurs throughout the year
and is common during summer afternoon

storms. During hurricanes, lightning is
common in the weaker outer rainbands.

WHAT TO DO:

* Use an app with a lightning detector
that alerts you when lightning is
within 10 miles.

» When you hear thunder or are alerted,
immediately move to safe shelter, such
as a substantial building or vehicle.

« Stay in the safe shelter at least F I OOd
30 minutes after you hear the last

AdV3id

sound of thunder or you are Flooding in Pinellas County can happen year-round, but it's most common
informed that it is safe to resume in the summer during thunderstorms, tropical storms and hurricanes. Every
outdoor activities. property in Pinellas County has the potential to flood for various reasons.

» Use home surge protectors to protect

electronics from power spikes. WHAT To DO:

* Avoid using sinks and showers as « Know your flood risk. See floodmaps.pinellas.gov. Click on My Flood
water is a conductor of electricity. Risk, enter the address and click on the pin to see information about

If you are caught outside with no your property.
safe shelter nearby: « Purchase flood insurance.
« Stay off elevated areas, such as hills. « Elevate your air conditioner, water heater and electric panel.
* Do not lie on the ground or go « Install check valves in your sewer line to block sewage and floodwater
under a tree. from entering your home.
* Seek shelter in an enclosed building « Clear gutters, downspouts and nearby storm drains. Make sure the
or vehicle. drainspouts carry the water away from your home.

* Get away from all bodies of water.

« Stay away from objects that
conduct electricity (power lines,
wire fences, etc.).

WHEN THUNDER ROARS, GO INDOORS.

« Purchase portable flood gates or flood barriers to place around doors
and garages.

« Seal and waterproof openings in foundation, walls and around the
windows and doors.

* Replace carpet with tile/vinyl and use water-resistant drywall.
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GOING BEYOND THE TEXT: arise and how to take precautions. Knowing when articles, photographs and weather information in
STUDENT ACTIVITY there are heat or cold advisories, storm watches the Tampa Bay Times as your primary source.
and warnings, and riptide warnings is a good Florida Standards: ELA.68.F.2.1; ELA.68.E2.2;

Weather affects our lives in many ways. Checking

b ovestfbeer (arraent A e Moz By THERGS o way of staying informed and prepared. During ELA.68.F2.3; ELA.68.F.2.2; ELA.68.C.1.2;

online each day is good way to decide what to wear the next month, keep a notebook or journal ELA.68.C.1.3; ELA.68.C.1.4; ELA.68.C.1.5;

or which activities to plan. Keeping track of weather of weather alerts and your thoughts about the ELA.68.R.2.1; ELA.68.R.2.2; ELA.68.R.2.3;
bulletins in the news and from Pinellas County by weather’s effects on your life. Be sure to include ELA.68.R.2.4; ELA.68.R.3.2; ELA.68.C.2.1;

signing up for Alert Pinellas notifications is a great ~ how different weather conditions change your ELA.68.C.3.1; ELA.68.C.4.1; ELA.68.V.1.1;

way to know when dangerous conditions might moods and affect your day-to-day plans. Use the ELA.68.V.1.2; ELA.68.V.1.3; SC.6.E.7.7; SC.68.N.1.1
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KNOW THE THREATS
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Cold

Though the weather is generally mild in
Pinellas County in the winter, there are times
when the temperature dips into the 30s.
When the National Weather Service expects
the “feels like” temperature to hit 40 degrees
or below, cold night shelters are opened for
those with nowhere else to go to stay warm.

WHAT TO DO:

* Protect people, pets, pipes and plants.
See weather.gov/safety/cold.

Fire safety

If using a space heater:

* Keep children away.

« Keep the heater at least 3 feet away from
anything or anybody.

» Choose one with a thermostat and an
automatic shut-off if it tips.

« Place it on a solid, flat surface.

« Keep it away from foot traffic. Never block
an exit.

* Plug it into a wall outlet. Never use an
extension cord.

« Turn it off and unplug it when leaving the
room or going to bed.

SMOKE/CARBON
MONOXIDE

Replace batteries in smoke detectors and
carbon monoxide (CO) alarms on a regular
basis. Use the time change in the spring and
fall as a way to remember.

Heat

Extreme heat conditions can pose a serious risk to health, especially
for the elderly, people who work outside, and those playing sports
or exercising outside. The National Weather Service may issue a
Heat Advisory, Extreme Heat Watch or Extreme Heat Warning based
on the heat index, which takes both temperature and humidity into
consideration.

WHAT TO DO:

« Stay hydrated with water, not sugary or alcoholic drinks.

« Seek air conditioning. If you don't have AC, head to libraries,
malls or public buildings to cool down.

 Check on others, especially the elderly, young children and pets.

« Cool your core: Take a cold shower, swim, or place a damp, frozen
towel on your neck for relief.

« If there's an Extreme Heat Watch or Warning, reschedule outdoor
activities.

GOING BEYOND THE TEXT:
STUDENT ACTIVITY

Check out the Disaster Dodgers videos to learn
how to be prepared. This video teaches young
people the difference between a disaster, emergency
and hazard: youtu.be/TbzvomQYJpE. You will

8 Tampa Bay Times/NIE

learn what types of emergencies to prepare for

and how to prepare for them. Watch the video
series and then write down the main points the
Dodgers share. Using the cartoons in the Tampa
Bay Times as models, create a cartoon based on the
information you have learned in the video. Share
what you have learned with your class.

Florida Standards: ELA.68.EE.1; ELA.68.
EE.2; ELA.68.EE.3; ELA.68.EE.4; ELA.68.R.2.1;
ELA.68.R.2.2; ELA.68.R.2.4; ELA.68.C.1.3;
ELA.68.C.1.4; ELA.68.C.2.1; ELA.68.C.3.1;
ELA.68.C.4.1; ELA.68.C.5.1; ELA.68.F.1.3;
ELA.68.F.1.4; ELA.68.V.1.1; ELA.68.V.1.3;
SC.6.E.7.8; SC.68.N.1.1


https://youtu.be/TbzvomQYJpE
http://weather.gov/safety/cold




